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Preface

Import and imitation have been in archaeological
vocabulary since the 19th century and many archae-
ologists still use these terms when describing simi-
larities of material culture in different archaeological
“cultures®.

Generally import and imitation as concepts
have been used to build up chronological frame-
works in Europe and Eurasia by connecting regional
relative chronologies. One major problem in German
archaeology in the 1960s was the question of how
fast Roman imports reached the northern Germanic
regions.

The method of cross dating by “imports“
and “imitations“ in earlier prehistoric periods was
revealed in many cases to be flawed after employ-
ment of calibrated radiocarbon dates. Especially in
the Neolithic and the Copper Age completely new
pictures of contemporaneous “cultures“ emerged and
are still being developed. Surprisingly we again find
in this new chronological framework “imports“ and
“imitations“ in cultures whose contemporaneousness
we didn’t even consider some years ago.

Hence it is necessary to differentiate forms
of imitation of material culture as well as to specify
“importing“ as a metaphor for the different forms of
exchange of goods.

The growing interest in the humanities in ma-
terial culture and the semiotics of things open new
perspectives on the topic. Igor Kopytoff’s notion of
the cultural biographies of things leads to the dif-
ferentiation of several overlapping functions during
the lifetime of an object. The meaning and function
of objects depended on certain cultural contacts and
may have changed in space and time.

The editor’s collection of papers given in EAA
meetings in Thessaloniki and St. Petersburg is a wel-
come contribution to the widening perspective on
foreign objects. The variety of contributions from
the Neolithic to the Migration Period and from the
Black Sea to the Baltic Sea should be taken as an
excellent chance by specialists to read case studies
from other regions and periods outside of their own
specialization.

Immoptu Ta imitamii 3’SBMIMCS B apXeoJOTIYHIN
nekcuni B XIX cropivyi, i 6araro apxeoJoriB Imie
W 3apa3 BUKOPHUCTOBYIOTH I TEPMiHH, OIHUCYHOYH
CXOXKICTP ~ MarepiadbHOI KYIETYpH B  PI3HHX
apXEOJIOTTYHHUX «KYJIBTYPax».

B ocHoBHOMY, immopT Ta  imiTamii
KOHIICNITYaJbHO BHUKOPHUCTOBYBAJIMCS JUJISL PO3POOKH
xpoHouiorii  €Bporu Ta €Bpazii, npu MOOYIOBI
perioHaJIbHUX ~ BIJHOCHHUX XPOHOJIOTIYHHX CXEM.
Jns mpukiamy, onHi€lo 3 HaHOIIBIIMX TpoOIeM B
HIMeIBKill apxeornorii y 60-x pokax XX cropigus
OyJ10 TUTaHHS, HACKUTBKA IIBUAKO PUMCHKI IMIIOPTH
JIOCSITAU TBHIYHUX TE€PMAHCHKUX PETIOHIB.

BigHOCHO naTyBaHHS «IMIOPTIBY» Ta «IMITAII#»
B paHHIi npaictopii B 6aratboX BHIAJKaX BUHHUKIH
CYMHIBH TIICJIsSl BUKOPHCTAHHS PaiOBYIJICIIEBUX JIaT.
30KkpemMa, B HEOIITI Ta CHEOINITI BUHUKIIA TTOBHICTIO
HOBa KapTHHA CHHXPOHI3AIlil «KyIBTYp», fKa 1 Moci
Ie 3HAXOIAMTHCS B MpoOIeci PO3BUTKY. J[MBOBMIKHO,
ajyie MH 3HOBY 3HaXOIMMO HOBI XPOHOJIOTIUHI CXEMHU
«IMIOPTIBY Ta «IMITaliil» B KylbTypax, sKi MH
BBa)KaJIM HECHHXPOHHHUMH III€ JCKIJIbKA POKIB TOMY.
HeoOxigHo po3pizHsaTH (GopMH iMmiTalil mpeaMeTiB
MarepiaJibHOT KyJbTYPH, @ TaKOXK TOYHO BH3HAYATH
«IMITOPTHY, SIK METaPOpy AJIs PI3HUX MPOSBIB OOMIHY
peuei.

3pocTarouya 3amikaBICHICTH y BHU3HAYCHHI
MPUPOM MarepiasibHOT KYJIBTYpU Ta CEMIOTHKH
peucii BIIKPUBAIOTh HOBI IEPCIICKTHUBY B I1ii 001acTi
mizHanHs. Jlymka [. Kommrodda mnpo kymerypHi
Giorpadiii peuei 103BossIE qU(EPEHIIIIOBATH OKPEMi
YaCTKOBO CITIBITAAar0di (PYHKI BIIPOIOBK JKUTTA
00’exry. 3HaueHHS Ta QYHKIiS 00’€KTIB 3aJIC)KHUTH
Bil TEBHUX KYyJIGTYPHHX KOHTAKTiB 1 MOXYTb
3MIHIOBATHCS Yy TIPOCTOPI Ta Yaci.

Crarri, 3i0paHi pegakropaMu B JaHiid 30ipii,
1 sKi OymM TONepeHbO O3BY4YEHI Ha KOH(EPEHIIsX
€Bporeiicekoi Acomiarii Apxeosorie B CastoHikax
ta Cankr-IletepOyp3i, € BaKIMBUM BHECKOM JIO
PO3IIMPEHHsST HEPCHEeKTHB Yy BHBYCHHI HpOOIEeMH
iMIopTiB Ta iMitariii. Pi3HOMaHITHICTE cTaTe, sKi
OXOIUTIOIOTh Yac BiJl HEONITy A0 Tepiomy Mirparii,
Ta teputopito Big YopHoro no bajiriiickkoro Mopis,
HajJa€e 3py4YHHU MIaHc (axiBISIM MMO3HAHOMHTHUCS 3
JIOCITI/PKEHHSIMH 3 PI3HUX PETiOHIB Ta MepiofiB.

S. Hansen



Import and Imitation in Archaeology
An Introduction

Peter F. Biehl & Yuri Ya. Rassamakin

The book ,Import and Imitation in Archaeology“
arose from two symposia organized by the editors
at the meetings of the European Association of
Archaeologists (EAA) in Thessaloniki (2002) and
St. Petersburg (2003). In it authors from across
Europe discuss and illustrate with case studies
from a wide range of geographical regions and time
periods the archaeological key concepts of ‘import’
and ‘imitation’ from a variety of theoretical and
methodological perspectives.

The geographical focus lies in East and South-
east Europe as well as in the eastern Aegean and
the wider Black Sea Region. Chronologically,
there are three emphases among the contributions:
(1) Neolithic, Copper Age and Early Bronze Age
(Choyke, Czebreszuk/Szmyt, Tkachuk, Rassamakin/
Nikolova, Bauer), (2) Late Bronze Age and Early
Iron Age (Biehl, van Wijngaarden, Lucena Martin,
Makhortykh, Potrebica), and (3) the protohistoric
periods (Carucci, Kaliff, Wicker).

The book has two main objectives: firstly, to
publish new archaeological data, especially from
eastern Europe and make it accessible for a wider,
mainly western research community (Choyke,
Tkachuk, Rassamakin/Nikolova and Bauer). And
secondly, to open up a debate and theorize the
concepts of import and imitation in archaeology,
both with scrutinizing their applications in modern
archaeology as well as to better understand the
epistemological - the comparative analysis of these
concepts in western and eastern European research
traditions - and methodological issues involved
- ranging from the so called ‘import chronology’,
which has been especially influential in culture-
historical approaches, to agency-based approaches
in post-processual archaeology.

Therefore, the contributions in this book
mirror the general paradigm shift in modern
archaeology from the concepts of ‘invention’ and
‘innovation’ - including the underlying models of
migration or diffusion - to concepts ranging from
culture change, contact and transfer to reception/
adaptation and import/export — using models such as

centre and periphery, trade and exchange, style and
interaction/communication. Other theoretical issues
discussed in this volume include authenticity, identity
and agency and their meaningfulness for identifying
imported or imitated material culture. The basic
prerequisite for this paradigm shift and debate is that
we acknowledge that material culture is meaningfully
constituted and that it plays an active role in the social
reproduction of all human behavior and relations. In
the end, the book tries to conceptualize the material
engagement of both the ‘importing and/or imitating’
and ‘exporting’ individuals or groups, in order to
come closer to an understanding of the entanglement
of objects and people in the past.

As in any project, we, as editors, owe great thanks
to the people who helped make this book possible.
We gratefully acknowledge and deeply appreciate
the dedicated efforts of each of the authors who
undertook to write up their conference papers and
who willingly agreed to guide their writings through
several stages of editing. We would also like to thank
the editors of the Publication Series of the Centre for
Black Sea Archaeology (Zentrum fiir Archdologie
und Kulturgeschichte des Schwarzmeerraumes -
ZAKS) Francois Bertemes and Andreas Furtwéngler
for including this book in the series. Thanks are also
due to the Institute of Prehistoric Archaeology at the
Martin-Luther-University Halle-Wittenberg for the
logistic and technical support. Here we owe a deep
dept of thanks to Jordan Kanew for the digital image
editing, and especially to Daniela Frehse for the
meticulous copyediting, layout and the production of
the printer’s copy, which contributed in an essential
and significant way to this volume. We would also
like to thank Ben Roberts from the University of
Cambridge for the diligent copyediting and thorough
English language editing. Thanks are also due to our
publisher Hans-Jiirgen Beier who agreed to take on
this project and encouraged it to completion.

And finally, deep gratitude is especially owed
to the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation in Bonn
for financing the book.

Halle in October 2007



ITepenmoBa

30ipka «IMmopTH Ta iMiTaIlii B apXeoyorii» MiCTHTh
CTaTTi, NIITOTOBJICHI Ha OCHOBI JIONOBIJICH, sIKi Oyin
NpOYMTaHI Ha ABOX KOH(epeHLisXx EBporneicbkoi
Acoriarii Apxeosorie B Camonikax (2002) Tta
Cankt-IlerepOyp3i  (2003) B Mexax pobotu
OKpeMHUX CEKIil, OpraHi3oBaHHUX pelaKTOpamu
i€l 301pKH. Jlnst  po3misimy  O3HAYEHOI TeMH
pemakTopu 30ipku 3anmpociid (BaxiBIiB 3 PI3HUX
KpaiH CBITY, SIKI OOTOBOPUIIH 1[0, OHY 3 KIIFOUOBHX
npoOieM B apXeoyorii, BHUXOISYHM 3 TCOPCTHKO-
METOOJIOTYHHX, reorpadiuHiX Ta XPOHOJIOTIYHUX
NPUHLHIIIB, CYNPOBOKYIOYH JUCKYCIIO IMIMPOKHM
CIIEKTPOM apXxeoJioriyHux mnpukianis.leorpadiuno,
JOCII/DKEHHSI  OXOIUTIOITHh — Teputopito  CximHol
ta [liBnenno-CxigHoi €Bpomnu, 3 0COONMBUM
HaroyiocoM Ha oOnacti [IpudopHomop’st Ta CxinHoi
Ereinu. XpoHONOri4HO CTaTTi MOXXHA PO3IUIUTH
Ha Tpu Benuki migpos3ainu: (1) HeomiT, eHeowmiT i
panHiii nepion noou Oponsu (Yoiiki, UeOperryx/
IImut, Trauyk, Hikonosa/Paccamakin, bayep);
(2) mi3niii nepion 1o6u OpoH3U Ta 100a PaHHBOTO
3aniza (bine, Ban Buiinraapaen, Jlynena Maprin,
Maxoptux, [Torpebina) i (3) HaWOUTbII MI3HIN, KU
NPEJICTaBICHUH YK€  PaHHbOICTOPUYHUM YacoM
(Kapyuui, Kanidd, Bikep).

[Topsii3 HOBUME apXEOJIOTIYHUMH MaTepialiaMu,
AHIJIOMOBHA MyOJIKaIlisl SIKUX CTaHE JOCTYIHOIO
Olnbll mMpokoMmy Koy uuradiB (Yoiiki, Tkauyk,
Hikonosa/Paccamakin, bayep, Kapyuui, Bikep),
OCHOBHA yBara 30ipKH CIpsIMOBaHA Ha TEOPETHYHE
BU3HAYCHHS  OCHOBHHMX KOHLCMIIA Yy BHBYCHHI
IMITOpTiB TaiMiTalliii BIIEPBICHIH Ta pPaHHBOICTOPHYHIN
apxeosorii. KpiM KpUTHYHHX MiAXO/IB 10 TaK 3BaHOI
XPOHOJIOTIT 3a IMIIOPTaMH, BaKIMBUM BHECKOM IS
00paHoT TeMH € JIOCHI/PKSHHS 3 PI3HUM PO3yMiHHIM
1 BUKOpUCTaHHSM 1€l KOHUeNuii y 3axifHiil Ta
CX1IHOEBPOMEHChKIN HAyKOBIH TpaauIii.

3a 3aayMOM pEemakToOpiB, B CTaTTAX MOBHHHI
OyTH PO3IISHYTI HE TUIBKM KaTeropii «BUHAXimy» Ta
«IHOBAIlis», aJle W, BUXOAIYM 3 PO3YMIHS TAKUX IO

HATb, sIK Mirpauis, nudysis Ta B3aemopis, OyayTh
JIMCKYTYBaTUCSI TaKoX TaKi TEeMH, SIK HANpUKIa],
KYJIBTYpHI KOHTaKTH 1 KyJIbTypHa TpaHchopmariis,
ueHTp 1 mnepudepis, TOpriBas 1 0OMiH, 3acTiid
1 KOMyHIKallis, OTPUMaHHS 1 eKCIOPTYBaHHs
abo »x ayreHTH4HicTb. KpiM Toro, B crarTix
OyldyTh PpO3JSIIATHACSA SK TMHTAHHS 1ACHTHYHOCTI
Ta IHAMBIAYyadbHOCTI 1 iX NpPOSB B MarepiayibHIi
KyJIBTYpi, TaKk i OCHOBHI MpOOJIEMH CHMBOJIYHOTO
3HaYeHHs] MarepiajbHOl KyibTypu. Haperri, B mii
KHU31 PO3DNISAATUMEThCSl TUTAHHS — COLIalbHOTO
3HAQUEHHS! KYJIbTYPHHX KOHTAKTIB 1 KYJIBTypHHX
TpaHchopMalliil JUisi «IMIOPTYOYOT0/IMITYFOHOTO», &
TAKOXK «EKCIOPTYIOUOTr0» CyCIILIbCTBA.

Ha 3akiH4eHHS, MU XOTiId O BHCIOBUTH
Mpy TMOISIKY penakTopam «JlocmikeHb IEHTpY
apXEOoJIOTIYHUX JIOCHI/DKeHb 1 1CTOpil  KyIbTypu
4OpHOMOpPChKOro periony» (Schriften des Zen-
trums fiir Archdologie und Kulturgeschichte des
Schwarzmeerraumes, ZAKS) ®. bepremecy ta A.
OyprBenniepy 3a ix 100’ s3Hy 3rofy omyOIikyBaTu
Hally KHUTY B JIaHOMy TOMI IIbOTO CepiifHOro
BuAaHHsA. Takok MU BASYHI BCEOIUHIN MIATPUMIII
Inctutyty mnepsicHoi apxeosorii Maprin-Jlrorepa
yniBepcutety Xamie-Bitrrenoepr (Institut fiir Préhis-
torische Archiologie der Martin-Luther-Universitit
Halle-Wittenberg) npu miAroToBIi KHUTH A0 JPYKY.
Harra okpema nozisika M. KareBy 3a udpoBy 06po6Ky
imoctpariii 1 JI. @pese 3a pegaxuiiiHe OMiKyBaHHS i
HIATOTOBKY TEKCTY J0 JPYKY. 32 KPUTHYHHUN OIS
AHIJIOMOBHOTO PYKOITHCY Ta PE3IOME MU JIy’Ke BASYHI
b. Po6eprcy (KemOpimkebkuit yHiBepeuret). Oxpema
nogsika [.-10. Beepy 3a iioro npodeciiiny BunaBHI4y
JIOTIOMOT'Y.

I Haperuri, M1 x0TI 6 0COOIMBO TOJSKYBaTH
®oux Osekcanapa ¢ou ['ymbonpara y bowi (die
Alexander von Humboldt Stiftung). be3 dinancosoi
miATpUMKH 115010 DOHIY BHXIA 3 APYKY Ii€l KHUTH
OyB OM HEMOKITBHUM.

Xase, y xoBTHI 2007 poky
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